MARCH 2009

CHBALLENGE

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF MIRACLE CHRISTIAN CENTER INC.
WWWwW.mcc/77.com.au

Last Month’s Question was:
WHAT IS A CULT?

Hello and welcome to the March 2009 edition of Challenge Newsletter. In last month’s edition of
Challenge we asked the question, ‘What is a cult’? Do you know what a cult is? This is a not an
uncommon term that is used both by the secular media, as well as various Christian and religious
bodies. After 16 years in the Lord I have both heard and read this word countless amounts of time, but
what does the word ‘cult’ mean? After all, it would be silly to be caught using the word believing it to be
describing something other than what it really means, or worse still, not know what it means when
you’ve been using it to describe others.

The next time you hear someone use this word, don’t say anything before you ask them, “what does the
word ‘cult’ mean”. You will be met with surprising results, for the quick witted and quick tongued
person they might gather their thoughts and state, “it’s a place that controls people”, “anything that
isn’t following the Bible”, or something else. For others you might be confronted with a change in their
facial expression as they begin to attempt to cover the fact that they don’t really know.

If you simply jump on the internet and Google the word ‘cult’, or, ‘what is a cult’, you will be inundated
with sites giving various explanations and checklists of their views, however, the only problem is, many
contradict the Word of God and contradict each other, so that everyone, even the ones posting
descriptions of a cult, break the cult avoidance regulations by another Christian group describing what
a cult is. Thus I have concluded that everyone is a cult! No, not really, I just thought it would be funny
to write that, but seriously, if you take all the information from these sites, every Christian body and
denomination is a cult, because we are all breaking someone else’s defining rules and checklists
describing the term ‘cult’. Continued page 2
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Continued from page 1

Normally various Christian groups will accuse another group whom they may be jealous of, threatened
by, or disagreeing with, as a cult. By doing this they feel that it is the final attempt to keep their people
away from ‘that cult’, lest they also become brainwashed by them, or worse, lest they lose some of their
people and decline in numbers, though purging a confession of this motive from many ministers would
prove extremely difficult. Also, how the secular world defines the word ‘cult’ and the church are very
different. According to the secular media ‘Hillsong Church’, the stated ‘nation’s largest church’, an
Assembly of God church under Brian Housten, is a cult, but does the secular media even know the
correct definition of the word ‘cult’? No doubts they have some description, but is it the right
description?

Ok, so here we go, the word ‘cult’ is derived from the Latin word ‘cultus’, which means ‘care or
adoration’ funnily enough. MCC then will gladly accept the label of ‘cult’ on the grounds that, we do
care and adore the lost souls Jesus died for, as well as those who are Christians under our care. That
description is a far cry from the use of the word used by most. The word ‘cult’ is also commonly defined
as, yet not limited to, ‘a religious group whose practices and beliefs differ from those of the dominant
or mainstream religions’. In other words any group who holds different practices and beliefs
(doctrines) to those religious groups who have been established longer and are more, ‘well known’.
Now for a lesson in Church History, are you aware that the Roman Catholic Church was basically all
but the only face to Christianity for many years? Yes of course there were pockets of Christianity such
as the Waldenzians and others, praise God for that, but apart from that, there wasn’t much else. Why
say that? Well, because if we receive this definition of the word ‘cult’ here, then we must also be the
bearers of the word on our own group, because we are all vastly different to the Roman Catholic
Church in belief and practice, which has been the religious group that has been the longer and more
established group since the dark ages, and why is that, because the Bible speaks contrary to much of
the Roman Catholic Churches practices and beliefs, (MCC is not against Catholics, we love you, only we
would like to point out a few things from the Word of God to you about your Church, practices and
doctrines). I don’t know about you, but the practices and beliefs that we follow is because of the Bible,
and the Bible is the sole authority for any group calling themselves ‘Christians’.

What then are we to make of the word ‘cult’? Nothing! That’s right, absolutely nothing. There are so
many interpretations and definitions of this word around, that it’s ridiculous and anyone’s guess. Why
would we then only add to the confusing mess it’s become with our own definition?

So where do we go to from here then? Simple, we go to the Bible where we were always meant to stay.
The practices of those calling themselves ‘Christians’ should be judged by the Christian Manual, the
Holy Bible, of which the word ‘cult’ is not in. Your practices and beliefs are either Scriptural or
unscriptural, and the church and its various denominations should be transparent when it comes to
following the Bible, ready to give an answer to those asking us the reason for our hope (1 Pet 3:15), and
answer not from their traditions, nor from their thoughts, but from the authority of Scripture rightly
divided.

In summary, instead of labeling certain Christian groups,
denominations or practices ‘a cult’, just simply comment that such
behaviour or practices are unscriptural, then give the person or church
a ring to talk about it, they might be humble enough to repent, or you
might find they have Scripture for what they do and your actually
missing it, but don’t hold your breath on their repentance and get ready
for persecution. Christians, let me encourage you to keep your Church
honest with the Word of God, by speaking to your Pastor and Elders
about the things you may see that are not Biblical.

God bless you, back to the Word and all for Jesus, love Doz.
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THIS MONTH’S QUESTION?

Is the Church of Jesus Christ of
—— Latter Day Saints (Mormons)
Christian, or is it something else?

Have you had them come to your door?
Maybe you've seen them walking the
streets or riding their bikes around the
neighbourhood, what will you have to
say to them the next time they come?
Should we see them as Christians, and
respect and invite their message?

Outreach Photo Find out in April’s edition of Challenge.

Whose Fault Is It?

2

Outreach Photo

A preacher and an atheist barber were once walking
through the city slums. The atheist barber said to the
preacher: "This is why I cannot believe in a God of
love. If God was as kind as you say, He would not
permit all this poverty, disease, and squalor. He would
not allow these poor bums to be addicted to dope and

pther character—des:troylng hablts. '1'\10, I cannot believe Receive Challenge Newsletter
in a God who permits these things.

The minister was silent until they met a man who was Monthly.
especially unkempt and filthy. His hair was hanging
down his neck and he had a half-inch of stubble on his We hope you enjoy reading Challenge

face. The minister said, "You cannot be a very good Newsletter, and pray that you will

barber or you would not permit a man like that to draw nearer to Christ unto burning
continue living in this neighbourhood without a for Him

haircut or a shave."

Indignantly the barber answered: "Why blame me for ) .
that man's condition. I cannot help it that he is like Do you have friends or family who
that. He has never come in my shop; I could fix him up might like to receive Challenge

and make him look like a gentleman!" Newsletter’ just refer them to our

Giving the barber a penetrating look, the minister said: website to subscribe, or if you would
"Then do not blame God for allowing these people to like to unsubscrib;: click on the

continue in their evil ways, when He is constantly bseribe link. it’s th
inviting them to come and be saved. The reason these unsubscribe link, 1t's that easy.

people are slaves to sin and evil habits is that they www.mcc777.com.au
refuse the One who died to save and deliver them."
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LATEST NEWS

QLD Southport MCC Southport has seen a few come
and a few go as they have laid the foundation of the
Word of God. The area Southport is planted is a Bible
belt of Christian churches as well as the homeless and
those looking for handouts of food and money but
couldn’t care less for Christ. Many of these people have
been attending church for years and are clearly not
Christians, it’s been a wonderful privilege to set the
record straight and confront these people with the
Gospel and the message “it’s time to give your life to
Christ or perish in your sins, go and ask the devil you
serve to pay your bills, feed, clothe and house you, or
repent and start following Jesus”. Remember folks, it’s
the duty of the Christian church to make sure people
hear the truth and not just provide for them, and
Southport is doing just that. Also, a recent end of
service visit from a man claiming problems with his
vision, he couldn’t see to read the church newsletter.
He was prayed for healing and reported 4 days later
that he could see perfectly. Please continue to support
Southport’s work for Christ’s Kingdom in your prayers
and support.

QLD Maroochydore MCC A young boy 9 years of
age who attends church was participant in a secular
Primary School Yoga class. Without knowing anything
about the class he felt that he needed to stop doing the
class. The class was held again in which he completely
refused to participate and told the class teacher that he
didn’t feel he should do it because he was a Christian.
The School phoned the boy’s mother and to cut a long
story short, the Christian view regarding Yoga has been
communicated to the School as well as a mediator sent
by the School, and the boy has been exempt from
having to participate in the Yoga class. What’s amazing
is how this young boy knew that Jesus wanted him to
stop doing Yoga when he had never been taught on the
subject. For further details on the Christian view of
Yoga please see our website.

A young boy of 10 years of age prayed for a man with a
damaged and broken arm in a cast, in a McDonald’s
restaurant. The man reported that he felt an immediate
difference. Praise God for a church that teaches the
Gospel of healing, and we all ought to take a leaf out of
this young man’s life for simply believing it and
appropriating it by faith and actions. Please continue to
support Maroochydore’s work for Christ’s Kingdom in
your prayers and support.

QLD Caboolture MCC. We are under way with
establishing this new Church with the arrival of our
two new Missionaries on March the 11t to their
new area of residence in Caboolture QLD. We are
believing to see them established with a job for
their personal income and their own house in order
to see them settled before we get into the work too
far. We hope to have the new church up before
June this year. Finance is needed desperately to
ensure the new Church has proper equipment as
well all the necessaries to run a Church properly.
We also need finance for the transfer of the
Missionaries from VIC to QLD. As I write this I
have just returned from a wet cricket ground where
I was spending time with Jesus, it started to rain
slightly so I took shelter in a playground, I
continued to pray when I saw 3 young people aged
between 14-17 coming towards me, normally I
would walk on in order not to be distracted but that
gentle whisper from the Holy Ghost had me wait
until they came. Immediately I said, ‘G’day’ and
asked them if they could answer a question for me,
which as you’ve probably guessed was, “where do
we go when we die”, for 10 minutes I asked their
thoughts on these topics and then I proceeded to
preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to them
and my own testimony. For 20 minutes I told them
what they would be thinking while I spoke the
Gospel to them and why, their reluctance to come
to Christ and why, they were utterly smitten by the
Word of God forever, they will never ever be the
same, it was the first time any of them had heard
the Good News. This is what is happening again
and again, and we haven’t even established a
Church here yet. My wife and I have only been here
for 4 weeks and already some 30 people have
received the Gospel without trying. We are blown
away at how many people have never before heard
about Jesus Christ, and yet there are so many
churches, what’s going on? These people have been
coming to us, and we haven’t been looking for
them. I urge you to get behind us financially and
prayerfully, what we do is the simple Gospel and it
works, if we are successful in establishing this new
Church it means that this area and the surrounding
areas will get the Gospel until the coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ. When MCC starts a Church, it is
charged with reaching the area forever. A lost soul
is our first goal always, and as long as we have
breath, we will fight to see each church properly
established. Our Churches will bring the Gospel of
Christ with healing signs and wonders, they will be
full of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God making
disciples until Jesus comes back. Stand with us to

see this dream become reality. Continued page 5
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Continued from page 4

Victoria.

Noble Park MCC The work continues under the strong uncompromised leadership of Rev Ryan
Paul and the Elders and Ministers with him. The Gospel is going out more often and people who have
sat as believers avoiding the Biblical command to become disciples are testifying to the Gospel of
discipleship working in the lives of others, therefore many are repenting and gladly accepting
becoming a disciple of Christ. One testimony amongst the many that continue to flourish monthly out
of this church is a man who had knee problems for many years was healed as he followed the
instructions in the worship to kneel before the Lord to receive healing, he did so and later testified
that all pain had left his knees and he was able to kneel properly without pain, whereas he hadn’t for a
long time. Please continue to support Noble Parks work for Christ’s Kingdom in your prayers and

support.

a Miracle DN \s\\m\ .
Wy Where Miracles are A\{sa\m N Jet
l‘cmg;cast

Please prayerfully consider becoming a Partner or making a
donation to Miracle Christian Center.

To make a donation please go to our website
Www.mcc777.com.au , Support the Ministry page

* All donations over $2.00AUD made in Australia by Australian residents are tax deductable
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MY TH BUSTERS

Hello and welcome to another ‘Myth Busters’ segment of Challenge.
We are going to have a look at a common saying in the Christian circles and see if it is a myth or a fact. Of course
the best way to bust this myth or prove it as fact is to look at what the whole Bible says on the matter. The Holy
Bible is our greatest tool. 2 Tim 3:16 Say ' s “ Al | scripture is given by
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruct

So let’s have a look at our first myth.
“Christians shouldn’t lay hands on anyone suddenly or allow others to pray for them in case they
have a demon or a sin and it then affects you.”

Now this is quite a common teaching in lots of Christian churches around the world. So is this a fact or is this a
busted myth? Well, let’s have a look at what the Bible says by looking at the Scripture used to endorse this
teaching and see if it has been used in the correct context?

1 Tim 5:22 “Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partakerof ot her men’ s si ns
Paul, the author of this book was writing to his young minister Timothy, to teach him not to put anyone into
ministry too soon, lest they fall into pride.

1 Timothy 3:6“ Not a novice, |l estideimg flalflt edntue@ twheée hc ¢
Before someone would be appointed into Christian ministry, the Governing Leadership such as Timothy was,
would lay hands on them and ordain them into the Ministry.

1 Timy4:14" Ne gl ethe gifhthdat is in thee, which was given thee by prophesy, with the laying on of
the hands of the presbytery. ”

Acts13:2&3“ As t hey ministered to the L oSebgrate meBarraabds emnd,
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their
hands on them, they sent them away

So there you go, when Paul said, “lay hands on no man suddenly” he was talking about putting people into
Christian Ministry, not that if a person had sins or demons that they might get on you! When Paul wrote the
latterpart, inei t her be partaker olewasimbrethan hkelnréfaring to otlse®Ministers
who were sinning by ordaining unproven persons to the Ministry too early. The encouragement to Timothy was
not to do as they had done.

This is why it is so important that we look at what the whole Bible say’s on matters and not just take one
Scripture out of context and try to establish a doctrine on it inconsistent with the rest of Scripture. The Bible
teachesustoo:ispeak thou the things which bec o m®loseyssanydveird g
unproven, unscriptural bubble! To understand the context, we really need to at least read the whole chapter if
not the entire book.

Further to this Myth, there is not one other place where these things are so, in fact there are many other
Scriptures that teach us it’s false. One such illustration is, Jesus being touched by an unclean woman (Mark 5:25-
29), we don’t see Jesus struggling with demons or sin after this woman touched Him at all, no! Jesus had crowds
of people with sins, sicknesses and demons touching Him all the time, and He touched them back in order to free
them. He has also told us in “Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

fear any devil. Stronger is he that is in you than he that is in the world. So let’s continue on in the great
commission without fear together. Mar k 16: 17&18 fAAnd these signs shal
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18: They shall take up
serpents; and if they drink ant deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they d<GbdBledsyonia desuynmameo .
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TAKING HEART
FROM
AN OLD SOLDIER

I want to share an encouraging story with you, as
many of us who are a part of no compromise Bible
obeying Churches that practice the Word of God’s
ways, instead of the worlds ways, will face
persecution for what we do. We are told by the
“modern church” to be relevant, seeker sensitive
and to use “friendship” evangelism. NO! We need
to tell the truth without compromise and in love.
Love will offend and the truth will hurt. When
Jesus commanded us to “Go into all the world”
(Matt 28-18-20) it was not accompanied with
“...for one year” or, “....stop after you've spoken
with 5 people” or, “....only while your single” or,
“...only if it is relevant for the time your living in.”
The Great Commission transcends time and
circumstances, it is as relevant for us today as when
it was first given by Jesus Christ to the Apostles.
Many times we have been told by people as well as
church leaders that street evangelism doesn’t work,
or isn’t relevant in today’s society. So does that
make Jesus a liar? He used street witnessing, He
spoke the truth, and mind you, it hurt and offended
many, was He wrong? No, we have changed the
Word of God to suit our own shortcomings and
dislikes of rejection and satanic opposition, but His
Word never changes. This sometimes leaves me
thinking, “is anyone out there simply obeying the
Bible?”

Yes, there are, listen and be encouraged.

# >0 Last week when we were out
v witnessing it was getting near our
time to leave when I noticed this

elderly couple struggle to their feet

using walking frames. I made my

way over to this couple and ina

pleasant voice said “G’day, how are you,” “Great!”
was his response. “Great!” Now that was not the
response I expected. Here was a man struggling to
walk even with his walking frame, and then I
noticed he was wearing a hearing aid, and then as I
talked with him I found out that he had really bad
pain in his knees and his sight wasn’t good.

Strange, this man said he was great and yet
everything he was telling me seemed to be
contrary to “great.” So I asked him if I
could pray for his knee. He responded with
asking me a question, “are you going to
heaven when you die!” WOW! Praise God,
what a man, straight to the point. “Yes, sir I
am,” I responded. As we continued our
conversation I found out this man was a
member of the ‘Gideons’, those who place
Holy Bibles in hotels, hospitals etc. He had
given a Bible away that very morning to his
taxi driver. Amazing! He has just done
more evangelising than the average
“Christian” does in a year, oops sorry about
that misquote, a decade! I was so excited to
find a man who obviously had a real
relationship with Jesus, and even though
he was getting on, and his health was far
from what it should be, making it difficult
for him to get around, he still managed to
obey the Great Commission.

I was already so encouraged by this man,
talking with him you could feel the passion,
excitement and love flowing from him for
His Saviour. Then he topped off my day by
opening his seat on the walking frame to
reveal inside were still more Bibles waiting
to be handed out that day. What a valuable
old soldier in Gods army. Yet you and I will
probably never know his name, or the
harvest he has gathered until we meet him
in eternity, but Heaven knows him very
well.

The Word of God tells us that if we love
God we will obey his commands (John
14:15). Do you love God? Are you obeying
His command to “Go into all the world and
preach the Gospel?” Paul tells us to run the
race, but not to just to run the race, but run
it in order to finish it. This old man was
determined to use every bit of available
time he had left to be a witness, nothing
was going to hold him back. What about
you? Are you going to be a flash in the pan,
with Jesus one day, and gone the next, or
are you in for the long haul. Do you live
your life to fulfill your own desires each
day, or do you get up with a hunger to lead
a soul home.

Blessings Pastor Sherrie.
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WITNESSING IN THE AIR

There’s been a number of times where I've been flying here or there for ministry or other and have really
longed to witness to someone, sometimes it can be a little difficult especially since earplugs, books
computers and other devices have enhanced our culture in some areas and collapsed it in others, such as
being social. So, I'm going to give you a few pointers to help you be a witness for Christ in the air, in as
little or as much as He leads you, then I'm going to share with you my last flight home.

1) Pray before you fly and not only ask God to help the plane not to crash, but
ask God to set you up with a divine appointment, then, be ready for your prayer
to be answered, look for it in faith as if you’ve attained it.

2) Go along prayerfully and gently with what may happen next, I can assure
you that after you've prayed in faith God will answer, He’s been ready for a long
time but uses us when we are ready. You may find a change of seating
arrangement or something else could happen. I'm not saying it will, but don’t
get all flustered as if you’ve got rights or something. The change could be God’s
arrangement, and you could miss it if you're thinking more about the comfort
of your flesh rather than someone burning in Hell.

3) Don’t pounce on your witness opportunity, just wait expectantly but patiently, it may happen in the
flight terminal or at the end of the flight. If you pounce, people might think you’re too full on and close off,
none the less, full on does work well most times, be led!

4) If the opportunity comes up, say hello to the people you're sitting next to, take the conversation a little
further than just “hi how are you today, my name is....... ”, ask them what their name is and try to
remember it, using their name to address them in the further conversation is a vital part of personal
witness. It’s at this point you will need to feel out the person, don’t push it, unless of course the Holy Spirit
is pushing for some reason. Be expressly you, not anyone else, that’s where the anointing will be most
powerful with you. If the conversation isn’t spelling get lost, ask them what they do with their life, why
they are flying and all those sort of questions, take an interest in the person, inevitably as you listen most
people will ask you what you do, and as a result of having listened to them for a while they will feel it
necessary to listen to you. If no further opportunity comes up and the person looks ill or has expressed
that they are sick, offer to pray for them, explain you are a Christian and boldly offer the laying on of

hands for healing.

5) If nothing comes up or conversation is shut down, open your Bible and start reading.....out loud.....at
the top of your voice...until the stewardess tells you to shut up....nah only joking, but I bet a few of you
thought I meant it.....open your Bible and read quietly to yourself, get interested in the Word you may
want to take notes, or colour in parts of your Bible, but be aware that almost everyone around you both
next to you and in the other seats who can see you will know exactly what your reading. I've done this a
number of times, act bold as if nobody is watching, you’ll be quietly surprised how many people want to
read what you’re reading and take a quick glance over. At some point conversation might arise from a
person next to you, be ready to politely speak to them.

6) As the flight comes to an end, or even if you've landed, try to strike up a conversation again with those
next to you, it’s at this time that I have had many great conversations with people in those last few
minutes, just remember, the totality of your witness might just be to tell people your testimony, that you
are a minister of Christianity or a Christian.
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Now I'm going to share with you a great personal testimony of my own the last time I flew. A few days before
I had caught my flight I had watched a great testimony about a large religious group who had converted
from many false doctrines and practices to right sound Biblical Christianity, they are called ‘the Worldwide
Church of God’ and they are still operational today, but with a much better Biblical foundation. The
testimony had educated me about a man called ‘Herbert Armstrong’ the founder of this religious group, as
well as the man that had taken the oversight after his death who had brought reform.

On the flight back from my Ministry trip a young cool looking man with an American accent sat next to me.
He had his IPod in and a beanie on and only took it out to order some alcohol from the stewardess.

) He looked very closed and a little intimidative. I like those ones personally, so I

waited, out came the Bible and away we went. Sometime later a door opened, the

iPod came out I said ‘hi’ and found this man to be one of the nicest, friendliest and

Z open person to talk to. I didn’t muck around, within 5 minutes he had heard who I

v was, my testimony of how I came to be a Christian and the question of “what does

> he believe?” Turns out, he used to go to church and his dad used to be a Pastor,

= " which denomination or church I asked, guessed it yet, yep that’s right “The

Worldwide Church of God”. It doesn’t stop there, this man was the Grandson of the
man who reformed the church..... WOW!

/'
g \J
’. ;
A

\\

The Holy Ghost had set him up, and made sure that I was informed before meeting him. It was at this point
that I didn’t mince words, I told him that the Lord had lead me to watch a film about the churches reform
and that I had asked for a soul to witness too on my flight. I asked him if he was getting the picture, he told
me that he was happy with his girlfriend and his life at present, but I was able to get the Gospel of Heaven or
Hell, sin, forgiveness and Judgement and fruits meet for repentance to him. He was very open, I was able to
give him my card and tell him to tell his father to ring me, that I would like to talk with him, no call yet, but
I've been in this game a while and many times people come round sometimes years later.

So there you go, that’s one of my aeroplane witnessing for Christ occasions. Be encouraged, don’t just sit on
the darn plane, live for Jesus even if it is your Honeymoon and you witness all the time, witness some more,
it ain’t a job, we do it cos we love it, remember .....that’s what being a true Christian is all about, oh and
another thing....if the plane looks like it’s going to go down, die with some dignity would ya, start preaching
out loud and lead everyone to Christ, I'll check your story when I see you in Heaven.

God Bless love Doz.
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If you have any guestions regarding this
newsletter
please contact us at
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Contact us by mail at
Miracle Christian Center
PO Box 7143 Dandenong 3175
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Looking for some great Christian products
but Just c&not
Take a look at our eshop on
www.mcc///7.com.au
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