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Last month’s question was, “Who is the ‘Bride of Christ’, is it the New
Testament Church or something other?” Hope you've got your Bible
handy as we settle this one far too easily; in fact, you're going to kick yourself
when you find out that it is not what many Ministers say it is.

As long as I've been saved I've heard the Christian Church called ‘the Bride of Christ’.

Sermon after sermon, has referred to the New Testament Church as Christ’s Bride, but is it really
so? Some years ago I heard a preacher say that the church was not the Bride of Christ and it
challenged me to begin studying the scriptures on this subject, to my surprise I found that the
preacher was right, here’s a basic rundown of what I found:

Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea. Rev 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

wf| B B

Here we can see John revealing to us that the holy city, the new Jerusalem is prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. Later on in the same chapter we find this:

Rev 21:9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the

seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the

Lamb's wife. Rev 21:10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and

shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,

There you are, the Bible directly teaches us the identity of ‘the Bride of Christ’, and it is the ‘New
Jerusalem’ which is yet to descend out of Heaven on a day appointed. Thank God for that, being a
male I've found it very hard to embrace the understanding that one day I would be a bride!

And all the men said ‘amen’ to that! Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

Last Month’s Question Cont..

Why then do many still refer to the Church as ‘the Bride of Christ’, when the scripture clearly
teaches the identity of the Bride of Christ is the New Jerusalem? There are 3 passages of scripture
in the New Testament that seem to allude to the Church being a wife to Jesus, 2 Cor 11:1-4, Rom
7:1-4, Eph 5:22-32. T have given you their full context references so that you can see what the
Apostle Paul is saying rather than not saying. You will also see how a person could easily get it
wrong especially not knowing the direct references to the Bride of Christ in the Book of Revelation.
For rooms sake I cannot give us a proper commentary on the passages, but I will just say this, the
Christian Church and our covenant in the New Testament with Christ is not a business agreement.

That is the message Christ wants us to understand in speaking to us and likening us (the church) to
a wife. There simply is no other earthly covenant relationship that God can call upon to teach us

about the relationship that we have with Him. If the New Covenant were a
business agreement it would be all cut and dry, sign here for salvation and
do your bit to repay God, no no! that’s not why we serve the Lord, we serve
the Lord like a wife serves her husband, in love, because husband and wife
are a team that unifies closer than any other relationship. The intimacy that
we have with the Lord is that the Lord shares His heart with his people like
a husband to a wife, and we (the church) go forward to meet the Lord’s
desires because we love Him, not because we have too. Not satisfied yet?
Ok but I am running out of room, here’s some more:

1Co 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

If we are members of the Bridegroom (Jesus) how then can we be the Bride? Will we marry our
own selves? How can the Church be the Bride, and members of the Bridegroom at the same time?

Joh 3:29 He that hath the bride (THE NEW JERUSALEM) is the bridegroom (JESUS): but the
friend (SPEAKING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST) of the bridegroom (JESUS), which standeth and
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

John the Baptist puts it well, we are friends of the Bridegroom, members of His bridal party not the
Bride? Thank goodness for that, we (the Church) are members of the Bridegroom, His body, not the
Bride, and we are the guests and servants of the Lord, one day to adorn the Bride of Christ (the New
Jerusalem) with fine line, which is the righteousness of the Saints (Rev 19:7-14). Last one for the
article is Matthew 22:1-14. This scripture tells us that we are guests at the marriage, not the Bride.

My point.....the Church is not feminine!!!!!It’'s masculine!!!! Hope that helps, got lots more
scriptures but no more room, do your study on it and if you think different ‘CHALLENGE’ me, if
you’ve got scripture that is...blessings, remember Jesus is Lord, until next time may you prosper as
you study His Word and become more like Jesus.

God bless love Doz.
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Quick Tip

Today the internet poses a major temptation to Christians. If you're on the internet I want to ask you
one simple question, ‘do you have internet accountability?” What about you’re Pastor, and their
leadership? If the answer is ‘no’, you're crazy, and if the answer from your Minister is the same, tell
them we said their crazy, then show them this article to ensure that we as Christians first lead a good
example for our flocks to follow after. Well as usual I'm not going to just leave you with criticism and
no practical wise way to rectify the issues we face, that’s not what MCC is about, we are about
Challenge, challenge to start doing the Word. Every Minister at Miracle Christian Center has internet
accountability, each report goes through to another Minister so that there is no conflict of interest as
well.

Go to www.xxxchurch.com and download absolutely free their accountability software, it’s a great
start to online integrity, helping you become all that God has called you to be while knocking out
many of the temptations of the devil first hand. If that’s not enough you can go one further with pay
programs like ‘covenant eyes’ or ‘safe eyes’, and you can also ask your service provider to put an
internet filter on your service connection. Another helper is antivirus software which has a parental
control, get your spouse or someone you trust to password protect it for you. Also feel free to check
out what xxxchurch.com is doing in reaching and damaging the adult industry, some great works
going on.

EMAIL REPORTS

What do you think of ‘Challenge’?
We sincerely hope that all of our readers are enjoying our Newsletter.

Please remember, it’s meant to ‘Challenge’ you, to better understand the Christian faith as well as
to help you mature into being a doer of the Word if you're genuinely born again that is.

<‘\ Feel free to print out Challenge for others to read and enjoy as we
V‘, attempt to set the record straight and bring the Body of Christ back to
\ O the sole authority of the Bible.
\1:9/ E}«A al

Shoot us an email if you're enjoying ‘Challenge’ and tell your friends to sign up, it’s free ,)Mez

Who Leads Whom?
¢ -

~

A worldly kind of person came to the preacher, defending her practice of attending worldly
entertainments. She said, "But, pastor, I can take Jesus Christ with me wherever I go." The pastor after
a few moments of thought quietly replied, "Indeed, is that so? I didn't know that was the order of the
Bible. Is it for you to lead Jesus to where you want to go, or for Him to lead you where He wants you to
be?"
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Why I Don’t Evangelize?

Hello and welcome to a very new segment of Challenge Newsletter called ‘Wh'y | . @inahisGdgment
you are going to read articles from Rev Jacquelyn Paul as she brings to our attention many excuses
Christians and Church leaders often use to explain away why they don’t follow the Bible in certain areas. If
you have heard a typical ‘Why I don’t’ excuse, when the Bible teaches contrary please shoot us an email
and we will let the ‘Jac Attack’ bring every ‘Why I don’t’ back to the authority of Scripture. Here’s the first
of a number of the ‘Why I don’t Evangelize’ excuses. Hope you enjoy.

‘Why I don’t evangelize’ excuse No 1.

As a Christian doing ‘the work of an evangelist’ 2 Tim 4:5, I am shocked at the statements made by fellow
“Christians” regarding evangelism. It would seem that what the Word of God has to say on the matter
comes a long way second to what the latest book has to say. What “I think”, and, “I feel”, certainly carries
more weight to the average Christian, than what the Holy Word of God has to say.

When considering winning the lost to Christ, we must, as with every area of our lives come back to what
the Word of God has to say. We must make ‘its truth’ our ‘final authority’. We must allow the light of the
Word of God to direct every area of our lives. Below is the first of a long list of common excuses we hear on
a regular basis from “Christians” as to why they do not need to evangelize — and following is a direct
responses from the Word of God: “I'm not called to evangelism, that’s the work of the
“evangelist”.

Mark 1:8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

Act 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.

In Mark 1:8 we see Jesus intended for all His believers to be baptized in the Holy Ghost. Acts 1:8 shows us
the primary outworking of that baptism — to be witnesses unto Jesus, everywhere. Jesus commanded that
all His followers were to bear witness to Him and preach His gospel to every creature. He did not say only
a select few should do this job, but rather that every person who claims to be a follower of His, should first
and foremost be a witness of Him and for Him.

Mat 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Mat 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Mat 28:20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Mar 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.

.....

J &
L4

Whether you are appointed as a fivefold ministry evangelist (Eph 4:9-12) or not, the Bible clearly teaches
every believer is to do the work of an evangelist (1 Tim 4:5) and witness to the lost (Matt 28:18-20).

S0 we see, that when we examine the statement, "I onotn cal I ed to evangel 1 s
fi e v a n gikeid conspletély unscriptural. In fact, the Evangelist’s primary work according to Ephesians 4,
is to teach every believer ‘to evangelize’ rather than being the only vessel evangelizing.

Another excuse smashed by the Word of God, and remember it is every Christian’s duty to correct
unbiblical comments with the Word of God, till next time God Bless Rev Jac.
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LATEST NEWS

VICTORIA

MCC Noble Park :. One of the Ministers decided to interview and document testimonies of healing from
the congregation taken within a two week period. Astounded and encouraged they have documented over
13 occasions to show you that Jesus Christ is alive! These miracles and healings range from a young girl
with a broken leg healed within a week of the break, a man given 2 weeks to live dying of leukemia,
released from hospital, absolutely no trace of the leukemia, the man is unsaved and openly acknowledges
that Jesus Christ healed him (I wonder how all those people feel now, some of them church goers, that
rolled their eyes back while the young woman prayed for the man to be healed in that hospital room?),
7 year high blood pressure, on daily medication, had a couple of minor strokes as a result of it, received
prayer, doctors are astounded, blood pressure is normal, a man who suffered insomnia, depression and
suicidal gave his heart to Jesus Christ on the streets, now has none of these problems, he’s since been
baptized in the Holy Ghost, speaking in tongues has read the entire Old Testament in a record time and is
reading the New Testament and wants to know everything he can (there’s one for the ‘street evangelism
doesn’t work’ crowd!), a woman who has just attended the church received the baptism in the Holy Ghost
and felt God wanted her to make a donation into the offering bag needing money herself within the week
God had provided her with over $2000 dollars through a source that never would have done such a thing.
There are many more stories pouring out of this Holy Ghost Church, please continue to pray for its
success and work in the Kingdom of God.

MCC Southport: Through its outreach program MCC Southport is continuing to make its presence felt in
the Gold Coast area with the preaching of the uncompromised Word of God. God continues to amaze me
at how many people he sets us up with that are from other parts of Australia and the World. Over the last
month I have spoken with people from France, Germany, New Zealand, America, Adelaide, Melbourne
and Cairns. Most of these people have been backslidden or have had family or friends that have tried to
talk to them about Jesus. God's love is amazing, how he will follow someone around the globe to get them
saved. He is also moving on a local level as well. The other day I had a very busy and mixed up day and
had to catch the bus, as I was waiting I started talking to a young high school girl then another got on the
bus and I was able to talk to her as well, both had previously made a profession of faith but have not gone
on for God I was able to encourage and correct these two special young ladies. Thank you to all for your
continued prayer for the work in Southport. Rev Sherrie Everett.
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MCC Maroochydore:. A lady named Katherine was prayed for by one of the Pastors over the phone for
liver problems as well as other medically documented abnormalities. Three days later this lady went to her
doctor and to the doctor’s surprise he could not detect any abnormalities. Due to this healing the lady
brought her sister Jessica to receive prayer for healing. The woman had been suffering with severe upper
back pain for some time. The Ministers prayed for her and asked her to stand up and test her back, the
woman replied “this is going to sound weird but the pain has moved to my lower back”. The Ministers
immediately realized this problem to be caused by a demonic spirit and prayed against the devil. Before
prayer the woman was asked to rate her pain from 1 to 10, ‘1’ being the worst and ‘10’ being the best, she
responded that it was at a ‘1’ for terrible pain, but after prayer it was a “7.5°, by the time she left the house
she said it was a ‘9’ for best. The woman was noticeably surprised and as a result gave her heart to Jesus
Christ. Lay hands on the sick and they shall recover. Over 6 people were baptized on Bribie Island this
month and all had a great day of fellowship. MCC Maroochydore is advancing but also experiencing slight
attack, and amazingly, as we seem to find this everywhere, it’s from those calling themselves ‘Christians’.
Oh when will Christians stop playing devil’s advocate, grow up and start being productive for Christ rather
than destructive? We have hope! Continue to pray for MCC Maroochydore as we bring the whole Gospel to
these areas Christians and the lost.

MCC Caboolture: : Is almost ready to go, as stated earlier we have an official start date of 315t of May at
6pm for a Sunday service. We have recently seen the Lord provide for our Senior Missionaries through a
smooth interstate transfer of both their family and their household contents. The Lord has also providing a
rental house for them to be established in the area to start the work of the Great Commission. A Home
Group Bible study has also been started on a Thursday night in Caboolture and Ps Sean and his wife are
ready to make disciples. The Ministry is taking donations and saving for the supply of all the necessary
church equipment to see this new Church be a great success and blessing to the area. We have not yet
started the work officially in this area, to the level that we will when we commence our Church service and
without such we are finding this area so fruitful for the Kingdom of God, both with the lost wanting to know
more as well as Christians who have had enough of the event type church rather than the Holy Ghost led
church. Please continue to pray for our Ministers and this new Church that it will storm the gates of Hell
and plunder the devils Kingdom for Christ.

MCC Music: Some of our Music is now uploaded to Sharesong.org. This website hosts free to play
. Christian music for your church, so you don’t have to pay the copyright royalties on many
¥ other Christian artists. Feel free to log on and leave a comment on some of our songs. Also,
for a better quality production visit our music section at www.mcc777.com.au and be
blessed. The Music Dept is thriving at the moment, and it’s a big job, MCC has many
different artists producing great songs and music for both our churches and the wider body
of Christ.

We want Christians everywhere to exodus apathy and be on fire for Jesus, and through our music we hope
this is one way to get Christians back to their first love. Very soon some of us will have to fly to Melbourne
where we are recording more songs so stay tuned for the uploads.

MCC Bookstore: Don’t forget to log onto our Bookstore for some great products. We are striving to make
available the resources that we use, as well as many others to the wider body of Christ for growth,
instruction, effective evangelism and many other applications.

MCC Evangelism:

Keep an eye on our ‘other faiths and practices’ online link to learn about other
faiths and practices. We don’t put our head in the sand when it comes to reaching
people from other faiths, and as a result you can benefit informatively and
practically from the hard work we do to better bridge the gap and reach people
from other faiths. As a result, we hope every person will be saved.
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THIS MONTH’S QUESTION?

“Does Mark’s ‘preach to
every creature’ mean that
» we should literally tell the
gospel to animals and so on?
Does that then mean that
animals need redemption?

Do you know the answer?
Find out in next month’s edition of Challenge

KNOWING THE REAL
THING.

It has been said, that in training a bank teller,
the bank would teach a teller nothing much of
counterfeit money, but rather that they would
teach the teller to become so familiar with real
money that upon any contact with counterfeit
money, whether sight or touch, they would have
a much better chance of knowing the difference
immediately. What an amazing truth when we
use this in the light of knowing and
understanding false doctrine from true doctrine.
So many people are frightened by doctrines or
supposed Christian groups as such. But in
reality although Christians should beware (be
aware of), they should have nothing to be afraid
of, for God has not given us a spirit of fear, but
of love, of power and of a sound mind. If we
simply become so familiar with God’s Word,
upon contact with any false doctrines we will
have a much better chance of picking them up,
and it’s as easy as that. Be encouraged to get
familiar with your Bible today and forever, and
thereby lessen the circulation of false beliefs.

O

&)

Are you inspired by what we are
doing?

Please prayerfully consider
becoming a Partner or making a
donation” to Miracle Christian
Center,

To make a donation please go to
our website
Www.mcc//77.com.au , Support
the Ministry page

* All donations over $2.00AUD made in
Australia by Australian residents are tax
deductable
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MYTHBUSTERS

Hello and welcome to this Month’s edition of ‘Mythbusters’. This Month’s Myth or fact is;

“You’re so Heavenly minded that You’re No earthly Good”.

Ever heard that one? I have, and so have many of us at MCC, but is it Biblical? Can a Christian be so
Heavenly minded that they have become no earthly good? Well, as per usual we are going to the Bible to
prove or bust this one, but before we do I think its worthy of trying to understand the context and spirit
this statement might be used in.

A person may use this statement on one who is seen as a ‘spiritual fruitcake’. That is a person who doesn’t
show proper integrity, balance, character, humility or right Christian fruits with consistency, but rather
they speak about spiritual things, or try to act like they are in the Spirit when they show no right order in
their life. Let me clarify what I'm saying. Being spiritual is not defined alone as performing a supernatural
healing, miracle, deliverance, or prophecy as such, but also being a good
Christian/husband/wife/mother/father/employee/employer, and all of the other things that I've stated
above. Yet too often the compromised have used this saying to shut down those who are the real deal,
those who are filled with faith and the Holy Ghost. Further to that, most people are usually knocked off
their feet when they come to Christ, they are blown away by how awesome He is and how much He has
given to us as Christians in this life, let alone in the next. It is then the Biblical duty of the Church to love
and patiently teach Christians to be properly balanced, not alone displaying the gifts of the Spirit but also
the fruit of the Spirit, rather than just judging them as ‘Spiritual Fruitcakes’. But think about the
statement we are examining again, and ask yourself this question. ‘Can we really use this statement on
those types of people?’ The answer is, ‘no we can’t’. And why not? Because they are not in the Spirit, they
are in the flesh, and acting out what they think is being in the Spirit. But to say that they are ‘heavenly
minded’ or ‘Spiritual Fruitcakes’ is incorrect. They might be ‘earthly minded’ or ‘fleshly fruitcakes’, but
not ‘Spiritual Fruitcakes’. With a little bit of time, lots of love and care from the one discipling them, they
will mature and be able to discern and get out of the flesh and into the Spirit properly. So I hope that
clarifies one reason why this statement might be used, and educates those who may be using it to think
about what they are saying according to the Bible. Let’s take a look at scripture:

Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God.

Col 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth.

As we can see, scripture actually tells us to, “be heavenly minded”. The word ‘affection’ in the Koine

Greekmeanst o exer ci se t he mi.Ndwlet m®askiyouta questiont “doyou banestly f

believe that someone can obey the command of the Word of God and by doing so become ‘no earthly
good’?” Of course not, it’s obeying the Word of God by putting it into practice that makes us all the more
effective as Christians on the earth. The Bible tells us to “be spiritually minded”. It tells us to be more
spiritually minded than earthly minded. So then, how can I have been made no earthly good by doing so?
That’s myth busted, because it simply doesn’t make sense. If Jesus told us to be focused on ‘heavenly’ or
‘spiritual things’ while we live in the flesh, then we can only be more earthly good by being obedient to
such. Thus, this statement is Biblically incorrect and should not be used.

God bless you as you become more of a thorn in the side of the religious, by simply obeying the Bible, love
Doz.
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WHY MCC USES THE TERM ‘REVEREND’.

A couple of people have asked us why we use the term ‘Reverend’ instead of ‘Pastor’ to address
some of our Ministers. For that we are very pleased to simply give our readers the answer for.
The English word ‘reverend’ comes from the word ‘revere’ and is interpreted as ‘respect, fear
and h o Aldsuword ‘reverend occurs 316 times in the Hebrew Old Testament as ‘yare’
pronounced ‘yaw-r a et is only translated in the English KJV of the Bible as ‘reverend’ once.
Of the other times it is interpreted into the English language with such words as ‘fear, afraid,
rever ence, .dheskaradsddtoidesdribedoth, ‘terror’ as well as ‘holy awe, respect
and h o forosanmething. The later (holy awe, respect and honour) being terms that are
befitting of Christian Ministers according to scripture:

1 Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour,
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

The majority of secular society as well as the Christian Church has become familiar with the
term ‘Pastor’ to be the common covering word fora ‘Ch r i st i a n. Yd¥lin nding sogwe ¢
have both become unscriptural, as well as belittled the understanding of the 5 Ascension
Offices given by Christ to His Church in Eph 4:11. Of these Ministerial Offices, the ‘Pastor’ is
only one such office, and is certainly not the highest rank in the Christian Church, nor is it to be
used as the totality or covering term for the other 4 offices. If we then use the word ‘Minister’,
people may relate this word to many other things outside of Christianity such as a politician,
and in fact every Christian, whether ordained or not, is a minister of sorts in relation to
ministering the Gospel to the lost. If we use the word ‘Elder’ or ‘Bishop’, these Biblical terms
are also broader and not totally relegated to the 5 fold ascension offices specifically. Thus, we
use the word ‘reverend’, and amongst those who have knowledge we can communicate our
specific title such as ‘Apost | e, Prophet, Ev a n gM(Cideetnt takie a
legalistic stand upon this, but a simple one. It’s a term we feel that encompasses the 5 Fold
Ascension Offices well, and see no conflict with Scripture or the Holy Ghost in such, nor do we
judge or belittle other Christian groups for using the term ‘Pastor’. We recognize that many of
us have probably never thought it through, while others don’t feel it to be a major issue. For
your convenience we have listed 3 quick reasons to sum up our views and use of such.

1) The term ‘reverend’ before a Ministers name is easily and quickly identified by Christians
and non Christians alike to connect a person to being a Minister of the Christian Faith. Thus,
helping evangelism and establishing a quick connection with people and the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

2) In the same way that the word ‘doctor”’ is used as a covering term to describe a pediatrician’,
brain surgeon, gynecologist or other medical specialist, yet not take away from the specifics of a
person’s field of medical practice, we use the covering term ‘reverend’ in most cases. The word
‘reverend’ is also in no conflict with specific Biblical titles in Ministry such as ‘Apostle, Prophet,
Evangelist, Pastor, Teacher’. Neither does it conflict with, or alter sound doctrine, in fact it
establishes it much clearer than the term ‘Pastor’ does as a covering term for all Ministers, as
not all may be Pastors.

3) In using the title ‘reverend’ we are fulfilling 1 Timothy 5:17 by starting with a right Biblical
attitude of reverence, respect and honour towards a Christian Minister, of which all good Bible
following Christians should be in behaviour. We thank God for all good Christians who aspire
to be called of God into the Ministry, and for all of those who like us, honour Christian
Ministers for the service they give God’s Church. Hope that answers your questions.
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If you have any guestions regarding this
newsletter
please contact us at
challengenewsletter@mcc/77.com.au

Contact us by mail at
Miracle Christian Center
PO Box 7143 Dandenong 3175
Victoria Australia
www.mcc//77.com.au

Looking for some great Christian products
but just can’t find them?
Take a look at our eshop on
www.mcc//7.com.au
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